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THE FURKIDS STORY

You may think you know about 
animal rescue organizations, 
but Furkids Animal Rescue and 
Shelters is someplace special. 
It's a destination you have to 
experience for yourself. You can 
discover a new part of yourself 
at Furkids, perhaps not even 
in the way you expect. What 
makes Furkids so different, 
so special? It began with one 
homeless cat, and today 
continues with thousands of 
pet rescues and adoptions, 
volunteer opportunities, parties, 
meetings, special events 
all contributing to saving 
thousands of lives every year. 

Furkids came to life with one 
woman's determination to save 
a homeless mother cat and 
three kittens from being killed 
because they were homeless. 
Just 20 years ago, virtually all 
homeless animals in Georgia 
were killed because no one 
wanted them. That woman 
saved those cats, and during 
the next 20 years, Furkids grew 
to become one of Georgia's 
largest no-kill animal rescue, 
shelter and sanctuaries for 
homeless cats and dogs. Some 
65,000 injured, abandoned, lost, 
hopeless animals have been 
given a second chance at life. 

They passed through Furkids' 
doors into the light of health, 
happiness, joy, loving adopted 
families, and their own forever 
homes. But Furkids is more 
than a successful rescue 
organization.

This page: Furkids CEO Samantha Shelton with staff, 
volunteers, and one of the many thousands of cats 
Furkids has saved since 2002.

Now, Furkids is 
a destination for 
animals and people 
who love them.



STATEMENT OF NEED

The painful truth is that more than half of all animals that enter 
into Georgia municipal shelters won't leave those facilities alive. 
This is where Furkids works tirelessly to make an impact—one 
of the few organizations that performs all of these lifesaving 
activities without a government contract or any municipal 
funding. It's solely with the help of grants, donations, volunteers, 
and sales from thrift stores that we are able to continue our 
important mission on behalf of animals in need. 

According to Best Friends Animal Society's 2018-2020 statistics, 
only 59 out of 159 Georgia animal shelters have achieved no-
kill status. That leaves 100 shelters that need urgent help. For 20 
years, Furkids has been working to solve the problem of animals 
being euthanized in shelters because of lack of space, or because 
they're sick, injured, or scared.

Top: Furkids rescued these kittens from a trash compactor. Right: Pinky Pye, a puppy with mange, before and after treatment. We seek 
out the most difficult medical and trauma cases to give these pets the best - or perhaps the only - chance of survival.

Furkids is the safety net for these animals. 
Having state-of-the-art medical and housing 
facilities is critical to our lifesaving success. 
This is where Destination Furkids comes in.

Please read on to learn more about our property and to find out 
how its future transformation will come to fruition.



















The Furkids TransFUR van arrives at Dakin Humane Society in Springfield, Massachusetts

In 2018, Furkids launched an 
out-of-state transport program, 
known as the Furkids Interstate 
TransFUR Coalition, to rescue 
felines from kill shelters in 
Georgia, provide them with 
the best medical care and 
transport them to shelter 
partners in northern states 
where there is often a shortage 
of pets available for adoption.

Furkids has saved 
and transported 
more than 3,500 
animals through this 
program, resulting 
in a decrease in cat 
euthanasia rates by 
an average of 20% in 
our partner Georgia 
counties.

We continue to grow the 
transport program by: 

1) Securing additional northern 
shelters to receive our animals. 

2) Sending dogs on our northern 
transports, as dogs are in high 
demand among our destination 
shelter partners. 

3) Increasing our cat transports 
to one trip per week, up from our 
current biweekly schedule.

Furkids Interstate TransFUR Coalition







For more information

To learn more about the Furkids Capital 
Campaign or to schedule a visit to our 
beautiful Headquarters, please contact:

Samantha Shelton, CEO and Founder 
sam@furkids.org 
(770) 613-0880 extension 106

Grace Murphy, Development Director 
grace.murphy@furkids.org 
(770) 613-0880 extension 105 
 
Visit us online at www.furkids.org

Thank you for reading!


